“How to” Handle a MATZ

Military Air Traffic Zones (pron. ‘mats’) are not scary places Military Air Traffic Zones for Civvies
and you don’t have to avoid them. This sheet explains them .
from the point of view of civvie pilots, VFR in light aircraft. How Version 1 updated 29/5/2010

the rules apply on Vatsim are explained at the bottom. Extract from CAA 1:500,000 VFR Chart, Southern England &
Wales. These are available from numerous outlets like flying
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mid-point of the longest A MATZ on a CAA VFR Chart charts cover whole of the UK)
runway. This does vary. Sion  Teririgton * 4 I @I 295 To The Rules:
Extends from surface to ridVSl [%ement ‘\ﬁ OARINGSINN 312.MASC;;SF}5éLAM. Contrary to popular opinion, as a VFR pilot you
3000ft AAL. i.e. You can fly = O Z 49 ot CAN fly through the outer ring and the stub of a
over them if the airspace | ~§. < EﬁST.Vﬂ"i H.. o’ MATZ and legally don’t have to contact anyone.
above allows it. ,5 w7 12.6 o ‘QGZ\@/ ’\'. ngﬂg s You would, however, be very silly to do so since
b O.- § '1_9r o° MATZ’s can be full of fast pointy things flown by
° % ANGEK
The ATZ. Radius 2.5nm from S 6{. o Nﬁ"’b%’ﬁg’,‘:;,; gung-ho moustaches (or, worse, Alec Walker).
. . . ¥ M
midpoint of longest runway. HY o o ‘“*;Aéﬁ;‘m wduat \t. (3%:;)6 You cannot enter the central ATZ without
You cannot enter this |~ yarSHLAND © o |75 Ty ==0 [J permission.
without permission to do so. Qs A > g/ | MaTZ L swaffiam (it
v/ /;7 o A A ‘124_’;’50"' : gﬁ:ﬂz?m:w Sensible people will contact military control c. 5
Out\'/yell b [0 s 'jﬂg-]'l.(.}/ g { o mins/15nm from the boundary with callsign and
TN/ ) e i 2y NOT, “ ion”.
A “Stub”. Typically 4nm in /A o*/ DoﬁQR@T'-. BOUGH;QN 8 ... '!‘c{zeélsﬂ;q’\“émm" o request a “MATZ Penetration
i G s @ -~ e
width and extends a f.urther ° =~ B o -f'. 12 7 On request you give the normal “who | am, what |
5nm  on the centreline of o o° S Z am, where | am and what | want to do”
L) ° e
longest runway. Extends from //’\ ° o = Q N\ transmission. Military control will then provide any
1000ft to 3000ft AAL. A // ok’ Methwold. \ instructions required when crossing the MATZ. E.g.
Ny ¢ v S /] METHWOL you may be given a height to fly at, military usually
0 2 X Miundford
o use the aerodrome QFE not the QNH. IT IS NOT A
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Vatsim military control is very sparse, in the absence of it you can fly through the outer ring and stub on
g
Unicom, you shouldn’t cross the ATZ. If military control is online (top down applies) then follow ‘The Rules’ They will then simply ask you to call entering and
box. Don’t however believe that a MATZ is a barrier to civvie pilots, in some areas you’d have huge detours if leaving the MATZ and that’s it! Surprisingly
you flew around them all! simples.

Fly through ‘em
man, just FLY!!
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